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PRESS RELEASE 
   

   

     OUTSTANDING SUCCESS 
FOR PUBLICIS90 

      

  
March 2, 2016 – PARIS – For its 90th anniversary, Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris: FR0000130577, 
CAC 40] has launched Publicis90, a global start-up initiative aimed at selecting 90 promising startups or 
projects in the digital field from around the world to mentor and fund. The call for entries was opened on 
January 18, 2016 and closed on February 29, 2016 at midnight (Paris time).  
 
Thanks to the mobilization of Publicis networks and agencies worldwide, the initiative achieved a great 
momentum with the number of total applications exceeding initial expectations. Since its launch, the 
Publicis90 website (www.publicis90.com) has attracted more than 138,000 visitors.  
 
In total, 5,996 candidates registered to Publicis90, and 3,732 completed applications from 141 countries 
were submitted.  
 
As the initiative is restricted to the countries where Publicis Groupe operates directly, the total number of 
validated applications is 3,555. These eligible applications will now be reviewed as part of a two-phase 
voting process to select the most promising ones.  
 
The top five countries who submitted projects to Publicis90 are as follows: 
 

France 824 
United States 522 
India 299 
United Kingdom 266 
Israel 194 

 
The mobilization of the French start-up community is another important catalyst to highlight in the 
success of this initiative, and displays the dynamism of the French digital sector.  
 
Moreover, 305 projects were submitted from students coming from 186 different colleges and 
universities around the world. The operation has also attracted great interest from Publicis Groupe 
employees: nearly 600 projects were submitted by potential “intra-preneurs”.  
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The applications cover a wide array of sectors. The top 5 of sectors are as follows:  
 

Mobile 12 % 
Content & Entertainment 9 % 
Adtech & media 8 % 
E-commerce & retail  8 % 
Big data 7 % 

 
The validated applications will now go through a thorough selection process. They will be reviewed 
anonymously by all 77,000 employees of Publicis Groupe and closely analyzed by regional juries of digital 
experts from Publicis Groupe in the Americas, APAC and EMEA.  
 
A shortlist will be announced at the beginning of April and these shortlisted candidates will be asked to 
provide a business plan and a short video. A global jury will then collaborate to choose the final 90 projects 
or start-ups that will be supported by Publicis Groupe.  
 
Each project will receive equity funding of between €10,000 and €500,000 and one year of mentoring in 
management, technology, marketing and communication from an executive from a Publicis Groupe agency. 
In addition, all 90 selected projects will be invited to attend Viva Technology Paris, a major digital event co-
organized by Publicis Groupe and Groupe Les Echos for three days at the end of June in Paris 
(www.vivatechnologyparis.com). 
 
Maxime Baffert, CEO of Proximedia and in charge of the Publicis90 initiative commented: “The feedback on 
Publicis90 is extremely positive, both internally and externally. The selection of the 90 most interesting 
projects among these 3,555 will be exciting and difficult, considering the quality of the applications that we 
have received.” 
 

 
 
About Publicis Groupe – The Power of One 
Publicis Groupe [Euronext Paris FR0000130577, CAC 40] is a global leader in marketing, communication, and business 
transformation. Active across the entire value chain, from consulting to creation and execution, Publicis Groupe offers its clients a 
unified, fluid model allowing them access to all the Groupe’s tools and expertise around the world. Publicis Groupe is organized 
across four Solutions hubs: “Publicis Communications” (Publicis Worldwide with MSL, Saatchi & Saatchi, Leo Burnett, BBH, and 
Prodigious), “Publicis Media” (Starcom Mediavest, ZenithOptimedia and Vivaki,); “Publicis.Sapient” a one of a kind global digital 
platform (Sapient Consulting, SapientNitro, DigitasLBi, Razorfish ) and Publicis Healthcare. 
Present in 108 countries, the Groupe employs more than 77,000 professionals. 
www.publicisgroupe.com | Twitter: @PublicisGroupe | Facebook: www.facebook.com/publicisgroupe | LinkedIn: Publicis Groupe 
| http://www.youtube.com/user/PublicisGroupe | Viva la Difference! 

  
 
Contacts 
Publicis Groupe    
Peggy Nahmany Corporate Communications + 33 (0)1 44 43 72 83 peggy.nahmany@publicisgroupe.com 
Jean-Michel Bonamy Investor Relations + 33 (0)1 44 43 77 88 jean-michel.bonamy@publicisgroupe.com 
Chi-Chung Lo Investor Relations + 33 (0)1 44 43 66 69 chi-chung.lo@publicisgroupe.com 
 


